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THE MINERVA FOUNDATION FOR BC WOMEN

MESSENGER

Combining Our Strength™

“l want to commend Bell Canada for its generous donation and the Minerva Foundation for its work
on behalf of B.C. women,” said Premier Gordon Campbell. “Bell, the Minerva Foundation and the
Province, through its funding support and services for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women, share
a common goal to improve the social and economic standing of women across British Columbia.
By working together we’ll reach our larger goal to close the gaps in health, education, social and
economic opportunities that exist between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples of B.C.”

LAUNCHING A POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP

Premier Gordon Campbell joined Charles W. Brown,
President of Bell, Western Region and the Minerva Foundation
on January 29th at the Hyatt Regency in Vancouver to launch
the Combining Our Strength™ initiative. Bell, our premiere
sponsor, announced their commitment of $500,000 to this
initiative over the next pve years.

The Combining Our Strength™ initiative provides
opportunities in leadership development, economic security,
education and cross-cultural awareness in support of BC’s
Aboriginal women. “We see our role as one in which we act
as a catalyst, setting up a partnership and creating dialogue
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women, building
trusting relationships and supporting them in making system-
atic and sustainable changes,” said Jeanne Douglas, Chair of
the Board for the Minerva Foundation. The initiative is led by
a Council of well respected Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
women from throughout the province.

The signipcant commitment that we have received from
our corporate and government partners is a heartwarming
endorsement of our relevance in the BC Community.

Above L-R: Nancy Mckinstry, Jody Wilson, Charles W. Brown, Premier Gordon Campbell,
Elder Rose Point, Jeanne Douglas
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