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T H E  M I N E R V A  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  B C  W O M E N

LAUNCHING A POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP 
    

     Premier Gordon Campbell joined Charles W. Brown, 
President of Bell, Western Region and the Minerva Foundation 
on January 29th at the Hyatt Regency in Vancouver to launch 
the Combining Our Strength™ initiative.  Bell, our premiere 
sponsor, announced their commitment of $500,000 to this 
initiative over the next þ ve years. 
     The Combining Our Strength™ initiative provides
opportunities in leadership development, economic security, 
education and cross-cultural awareness in support of BC’s 
Aboriginal women. “We see our role as one in which we act 
as a catalyst, setting up a partnership and creating dialogue 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women, building 
trusting relationships and supporting them in making system-
atic and sustainable changes,” said Jeanne Douglas, Chair of 
the Board for the Minerva Foundation. The initiative is led by 
a Council of well respected Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
women from throughout the province.  
     The signiþ cant commitment that we have received from 
our corporate and government partners is a heartwarming 
endorsement of our relevance in the BC Community.  

“I want to commend Bell Canada for its generous donation and the Minerva Foundation for its work
on behalf of B.C. women,” said Premier Gordon Campbell. “Bell, the Minerva Foundation and the 
Province, through its funding support and services for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women, share 
a common goal to improve the social and economic standing of women across British Columbia. 
By working together we’ll reach our larger goal to close the gaps in health, education, social and 
economic opportunities that exist between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples of B.C.”

TM

Above L-R:  Nancy Mckinstry, Jody Wilson, Charles W. Brown, Premier Gordon Campbell, 
                     Elder Rose Point, Jeanne Douglas
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We thank our strategic partners for  driving 
Combining Our Strength™ forward

      The Minerva Foundation for BC Women 
is growing once again!  We are delighted to 
announce the formal launch of the Combining 
Our Strength™ initiative.
      What an outstanding event!  With the support 
of Premier Campbell and his government, and 
Bell Canada, we were able to announce a unique 
þ ve year program to provide opportunities and 
programs to Aboriginal women throughout our 

province.  This program will be guided by our Combining Our 
Strength™ Council, a team of 20 Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
women leaders, who are passionate about making a difference and 
creating systemic change in their communities.
      Our þ rst program called COS Learning To LeadÊ will be run 
May 25 to 27.  This will be a customized leadership development 
program for Aboriginal women leaders and young women from 
Cranbrook, the Okanagan, the Charlottes, Vancouver Island and 
the Lower Mainland.  The volunteer organizing committee is do-
ing an outstanding job as we build this new partnership.
      You will note that a talented team of volunteers and staff 
once again wowed the women of Vancouver with the All About 
GirlfriendsTM Manhattan event on March 8.  It is our annual 
fundraiser and networking event for women. Thank you to the 
co-chairs, Linda Pomerleau and Lynda Barr, for their dedication 
and commitment to ensuring such a successful evening.
      We are thrilled with the funds that we were able to raise 
through Girlfriends.  But the need continues.  If you were not able 
to participate that evening, please consider sending a contribution 
now through our on-line donation system. With our signiþ cant 
growth, particularly in the Aboriginal programming and our 
Minerva Helping Women Work™ program, your donations are 
very much appreciated and will enable more women to become 
self-sustaining.   
      Now the time has come to send a very special thank you to 
a leader and friend, Lis Welch.  Lis will be stepping down from 
the Board of Directors on June 30, 2007.  What an honour and a 
delight it has been to work with Lis.  She is a founding mem-
ber of the Foundation (in 1999) and the immediate past Chair of 
the Board.  Lis is leaving us a legacy of passion, stewardship and 
grace and a commitment to making this province a better place for 
women to live.  Thank you, Lis.

   Share Your Success!  Support the Minerva Foundation

    •   Complete the donation form inside this newsletter and mail it to us.

    •   Visit our website at www.theminervafoundation.com and click on the “Donate Now” icon.

    •   Donate through the United Way

    •   Consider giftting publicly traded securities (shares, bonds or mutual funds). These can be 
   transferred electronically, with your direction, from your brokerage þ rm to the Minerva 
   Foundation brokerage accounts held at Odlum Brown Limited in Vancouver.
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The Northern Branch held their third annual All About 
GirlfriendsTM event on Friday, March 16.  

   It was a huge success with record attendance and 
record funds raised. The theme was “Divine Desserts” 
which everyone thoroughly enjoyed. Our thanks and 
congratulations to Andrea Martin and her team for pulling 
together this wonderful evening of pampering and fun for 
women and girls of Prince George!

   On April 17, the Northern Branch hosted its þ rst 
Women’s Networking Breakfast at Winston’s Restaurant 
in the Coast Inn of the North from 7:30 to 8:30am.  
All women in Prince George were invited to attend.
   The Northern branch organized their third annual 
Learning to LeadTM program on May 4th, 5th and 6th at 
UNBC in Prince George.  This learning event connected 
women and girls throughout Northern BC for a weekend 
of self exploration and networking.

BRANCH REPORTS
NORTH VICTORIA AND THE ISLANDS

Submitted by Kim Logan, Branch ChairSubmitted by Marie Nygaard, Branch Chair
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Victoria Branch enjoys Breakfast 
with Hon. Carole Taylor

   

The Victoria Branch resumed its innovative Women 
Speaker Series with Breakfast with Carole Taylor, 
Minister of Finance, on April 24 at the Union Club.
    The Hon. Carole Taylor, no stranger to community 
involvement and volunteerism, provided an inspirational 
address to supporters of the Minerva Foundation.
   A recipient of the Order of Canada, Minister Taylor 
shared anecdotes from her extensive career as a high-
proþ le member of the media, a politician, a member of 
public and private boards including HSBC and Canfor, 
and chair of the CBC, Vancouver Board of Trade and the 
Vancouver Port Corporation.
   This sold-out networking event raised important funds 
to support initiatives that inspire and empower women in 
Victoria.  Special thanks to our Speaker Series Corporate 
Sponsors: Astra-Zeneca, TELUS, Emergis, Merck Frosst, 
Nortel, Accenture and EDS.

   Free Safety Workshops Help
Women Seniors in Victoria

Sponsored by the Victoria Foundation

The Victoria Branch continued its Safety Series with 
two additional free workshops to help senior women 
in the Greater Victoria community.  
   On February 26, Tanya Sterling, co-chair of the 
Victoria Branch’s Safety Committee, hosted a workshop on 
preventing elder and þ nancial abuse that included present-
ers from the Elderly Outreach Society and the Community 
Resource Network.  
   On March 15, the Victoria Branch held its second 
safety workshop featuring Victoria Police Ofþ cer 
Darren Laur, who provided defence strategies to help 
women prevent themselves from becoming victims of 
physical violence.

“Darren covered absolutely everything. It was 
EXCELLENT. My brains are bursting with great 

information.”  Workshop Participant

Top: Audience captivated at All About Girlfriends, Prince George
Bottom: Girlfriends Organizing Committee
Back row L-R: Alissa Reynolds, Roberta Stewart, Marie Nygaard, Andrea Martin
Front row L-R: Joan Brett, Susan Barton-Tait, Julie Chaplain

 




