Jacqueline Florence Frewin (nee MacKillican) was born in Bancroft, Ontario, on June 6, 1944. She was the eldest daughter and second sibling of four, with two brothers and one sister. Her parents worked in the logging camps in the area, and she was home-schooled when she was young, contributing to the freedom of spirit she prized all through her life. She went to live with her beloved grandmother in Madoc, Ontario, when she was of high-school age. Jacqueline attended Madoc High School where she loved and excelled at sports and was proud of her position on the championship girls’ teams. 

She earned her Bachelor of Physical Education from the University of Waterloo in 1968 and became a high school physical education teacher. The same year she married Carlos Frewin and began teaching in the Scarborough school system.

Jacqueline tired of this lifestyle, her marriage dissolved, and she went traveling. When she returned to Ontario she became interested in carpentry and, with the help of friends and family, designed and built a lovely cottage on lakefront property her mother had given her. 

She moved to Toronto and became more involved in the women’s movement. She set up her own company to do small building jobs, and with the financial backing of a group of women she oversaw the complete renovation of a house on Gough Avenue. She also worked in conjunction with Canada Manpower as a teacher/trainer of women in non-traditional trades.

Jacqueline moved to BC in 1981, basing herself in Vancouver and Parksville, and worked as an independent contractor and a crew leader for building the Yew Street Housing co-op. She established Plane Jane Construction, which was to be a working/learning women’s construction co-op but did not meet with success as she found the communal approach too unstructured for satisfactory and efficient building and business practices.
In 1983, Jacqueline founded a new company, Zenobia Contracting, and concentrated on developing her own successful contracting business over the next decade. To add to her skills, she attended design and drafting classes at BCIT. She worked closely with several women architects in Vancouver, building homes of their designs. In late 1980s she moved to Saltspring and came into her own sense of creativity and craftsmanship. She built several unique, beautiful homes on Saltspring Island. 

During all these years, Jacqueline never forgot her commitment to the women’s movement or to sharing her knowledge—she worked with BCIT’s apprenticeship program and took on women apprentices for their on-the-job part of the program.

In 1992, Jacqueline fulfilled one of her dreams: to design and build her own home. In the spring of that year when the house was nearing completion, she was diagnosed with lung cancer. With the help of two of her building partners, the house was completed in June. Jacqueline moved in and enjoyed her home until her death in August of that year.

Jacqueline lived her life with passion and conviction. This scholarship is a legacy to continue her dreams.

